
Heilige Maria van Egypte Russisch-Orthodoxe Kerk

Our parish was started in 1948 by a group of immigrants and

refugees from Russia and the Ukraine. Looking to organize a

church they eventually found a small house to rent at

Muiderstraat 10, in the center of Amsterdam, near the

Waterlooplein.  There with simple means and materials, a

house church was created that served the parish until 2010.

From 1951 to 1962 our Bishop was Vladika Ioan

Maximovich. His influence left a lasting mark on the parish

that continues to this day. Since 2012 our parish has been

using  the Oud-Katholieke Kerk in Aalsmeer one weekend a

month to hold our services. Since February 2016 we have

been sharing our Sunday Service with our brothers and

sisters from the Romanian Parish of Saint John Chrysostom

Glory to God!



Saint John of Shanghai and San Francisco

Our father among the saints John (Maximovitch), Archbishop of Shanghai and San Francisco (1896-1966), was a
diocesan bishop of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia (ROCOR) who served widely from China to France
to the United States. He departed this life on June 19 (O.S.) / July 2 (N.S.), 1966, and was officially glorified by the
Russian Orthodox Church Abroad on July 2, 1994. His glorification was later recognized for universal veneration by
the Patriarchate of Moscow on July 2, 2008.
The future St. John was born on June 4, 1896, in the southern Russian village (current day Ukraine) of Adamovka in
Kharkov province to pious aristocrats, Boris and Glafira Maximovitch. He was given the baptismal name of Michael,
after the Holy Archangel Michael. In his youth, Michael was sickly and had a poor appetite, but he displayed an
intense religious interest. He was educated at the Poltava Military School (1907-14), Kharkiv Imperial University,
from which he received a law degree (in 1918), and the University of Belgrade (where he completed his theological
education in 1925).
He and his family fled their country as the Bolshevik revolutionaries descended on the country, emigrating to
Yugoslavia. There, he enrolled in the Department of Theology of the University of Belgrade. He was tonsured a
monk in 1926 by Metropolitan Anthony (Khrapovitsky) of Kharkov (later the first primate of the Russian Orthodox
Church Outside of Russia). Metr. Anthony later in 1926 ordained him hierodeacon. Bishop Gabriel of Chelyabinsk
ordained him hieromonk on November 21, 1926. Subsequent to his ordination he began an active life of teaching in a
Serbian high school and serving, at the request of local Greeks and Macedonians, in the Greek language. With the
growth of his popularity, the bishops of the Russian Church Aboard resolved to elevate him to the episcopate.
Hieromonk John was consecrated bishop on May 28, 1934, with Metr. Anthony serving as principal consecrator,
after which he was assigned to the Diocese of Shanghai. Twelve years later he was named Archbishop of China.
Upon his arrival in Shanghai, Bp. John began working to restore unity among the various Orthodox nationalities. In
time, he worked to build a large cathedral church that was dedicated to Surety of Sinners Icon to the Mother of God,
with a bell tower and large parish house. Additionally, he inspired many activities: the building churches, hospitals,
and orphanages in Shanghai. He was intensely active, constantly praying and serving the daily cycle of services,
while also visiting the sick with the Holy Gifts. He often would walk barefooted even in the coldest days. Yet to
avoid the appearance of secular glory, he would pretend to act the fool. He gave generously to the needy and served
the poor without a thought for his own needs.
With the end of World War II and the coming to power of the Communists in China, Bp. John led the exodus of his
community from Shanghai in 1949. Initially, he helped some 5,000 refugees to a camp on the island of Tubabao in
the Philippines, while he travelled successfully to Washington, D.C., to lobby to amending the law to allow these
refugees to enter the United States. It was while on this trip that Bp. John took time to establish a parish in
Washington dedicated to St. John the Forerunner.
In 1951, Abp. John was assigned to the Archdiocese of Western Europe with his cathedra in Paris. During his time
there, he also served as archpastor of the Orthodox Church of France, whose restored Gallican liturgy he studied and
then celebrated. He was the principal consecrator of the Orthodox Church of France's first modern bishop, Jean-
Nectaire (Kovalevsky) of Saint-Denis, and ordained to the priesthood the man who would become its second bishop,
Germain (Bertrand-Hardy) of Saint-Denis.
In 1962, Abp. John was assigned to the Diocese of San Francisco, succeeding his long time friend Abp. Tikhon. Abp.
John's days in San Francisco were to prove sorrowful as he attempted to heal the great disunity in his community. He
was able to bring peace such that the new cathedral, dedicated to the Joy of all Who Sorrow Icon of the Mother of
God, was completed.  Deeply revering St. John of Kronstadt, Abp. John played an active role in preparation of his
canonization.
He reposed during a visit to Seattle on July 2, 1966, while accompanying a tour of the Kursk-Root Icon of the Mother
of God.
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Kontakion to St. John
Chosen wonderworker
and superb servant of
Christ, who pours out in
the latter times
inexhaustible streams of
inspiration and a
multitude of miracles.
We praise Thee with
love, and call out to
Thee: Rejoice, O holy
Hierarch John,
wonderworker of the
latter times.



The Icon of
St. Mary of Egypt

The icon of St Mary of Egypt was written by Brother José Muñoz Cortés. It was created in the Lesna

Convent in Provemont, France where Brother José lived for a time while working on their Iconostasis

In the summer of 1982, Brother Joseph went to Mt Athos with a particular interest in visiting some

sketes and monasteries specializing in icon painting. At the small skete of the Nativity of Christ,

Brother Joseph felt an immediate and strong attraction for an icon of the Mother of God, a

contemporary (1981) copy of the ancient and revered Iveron Icon. He was disappointed to learn that it

was not for sale, but to his great joy, as he was leaving the skete, Abbot Clement, unexpectedly

handed the icon to him, saying that it pleased the Mother of God to go with him to America. Back in

Montreal, Brother Joseph began reading an akathist daily before the icon. A few weeks later, on

November 25, he awoke and smelled a strong fragrance. The new icon was streaked with myrrh,

miraculously emanating from the hands of the Mother of God. For the next fifteen years, as myrrh

continued to flow from the Icon, Brother Joseph devoted himself to its care, accompanying it on

numerous trips to parishes all over the United States and Canada, to South America, Australia, and

Europe. Everywhere, the Mother of God worked miracles, healing souls and bodies, reconciling

adversaries, strengthening the fainthearted, inspiring repentance, and consoling those burdened by

grief or misfortune. This applied not only to Orthodox believers, but to many heterodox as well. But

where grace abounds, one can expect trials and tribulations, and the difficulties that Brother Joseph

endured can only be imagined: “Come here,” “Go there”; he was criticized for not doing as others

wanted, he was offered fantastic sums of money for the Icon (he himself lived in monastic poverty,

readily giving what he had to those in need; or he bought icons and materials for painting icons). At

all times, Brother Joseph tried to be sensitive and obedient to the will of the Mother of God. He was,

first and foremost, her devoted servant. He was also faithful in fulfilling the countless requests for

prayers that he received, daily commemorating scores of people, among whom were several dozen

godchildren. In October 1997, during one of his trips with the icon, Muñoz was  tortured and

murdered in a hotel room in Athens, Greece during the overnight hours of October 30 or 31. The icon

was stolen, and has not been seen since.

May the life and martyrs’ death of this true warrior of Christ be for us a compelling example, and may

his memory be eternal.         +++



First service together 21-2-2016


